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Accipe, per longos tibi qui deferviat annos: 
Accipe, qui purd nérit amare fide. 
Eft nulli ceffura fides; fine crimine mores ; 
Nudaque fimplicitas, purpureufque pudor. 
Non mibi mille placent ; non fum defultor amoris; 
Tu mibi (fi qua fides) cura perennis eris. Ovi, 


paers 2 LL.M OST every man is or has been, or at 
BY exe lcaft thinks that he is or has been a Lover, 
met One has fought for his miftrefs, another has 
sae® drank for her, another wrote for her, and 
another has done all three: and yet perhaps 


in {pite of their duels, poetry, and bumpers, not one of 
them ever entertained a fincere paffion. I have lately taken 
a furvey of the numerous tribe of Enamoratos, and after 
having obferved the various fhapes they wear, think I 

Vor. II, 5 Q. may 
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may fafely pronounce, that though all profefs to have been 
in Love, there are very few who are really capable of it. 


Ir is a maxim of Rochefoucault’s, that, ‘« many men 


“ would never have been in Love, if they had never 
«« heard of Love.” The juftice of this remark is equal 
to its threwdnefs. The ridicyloys prate of 4 family has 
frequently great influence on young minds, who learn to 
Love, as they do every thing ¢lfe, by inaitatiop. Young crea- 
tures, almoft mere children, have been confumed with this 
fecond-hand flame lighted up at another’s paffion ; and in 
confequence of the loves of the footman and chambermaid, 
I have known little mafter fancy himfelf a dying fwain at 
the age of thirteen, and little mifs pining away with Love 
in a bib and hanging fléeves. 


Tuar vaft heap of volumes, filled with Love, and fuffi- 
cient in number to make a library, are great inflamers, and 
feldom fail to produce that kind of pafflion defcribed by 
Rochefoucqult.. The chief of thefe literary fedycers are the 
old romances, and their degenerate {pawn, the modern no- 
vels. The young ftudent reads of the emotions of Love, 
till he imagines that he feels them throbbing and fluttering 
in his little breaft; as valetudinarians ftydy the hiflory of a 
difeafe, till they fancy themfelves affected with every fymp- 
tom of it. For this reafon, I am alweys.forry te fee any of 
this trath in the hands of young people: | look upon Caffandra 
and Cleopatra as well as Betty Barnes, Pally Willis, &c. as 
no better than bawds; and.confider Don Belfianss of Greece, 
and Sir Amadis de Gaul, with George Edwards, Loweill, &c. 
as arrant pimps. But though romances and novels are both 
equally ftimulatives, yet their operations are very different. 

The 
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The romance-ftudent becomes a fond Corydon of Sicily, or a 
very Damon of Arcadia, and is in good truth fuch a dying 
fwain, that he believes he fhall hang himfelf on the next 
willow, or drown himfelf in the next pond, if he fhould 
lofe the obje& of his wifhes: but the young novelift turns 
out more a man of the world, and after having gained the 


affections of his miftrefs, forms a hundred fchemes to fecure 
the poffeflion of her, and to bam her relations, 


THERE are, among the tribe of Lovers, a fort of luke- 
warm gentlemen, who can hardly be faid, in the language 
of Love, to entertain a flame for their miftrefs, Thefe are 
your men of fuperlative delicacy and refinement, who loath 
the grofs ideas annexed to the amours of the vulgar, and 
aim at fomething more -fpiritualized and fublime. ‘Thefe 
philofophers in Love doat on the mind alone of their miftrefs, 
and would fain fee her naked foul, divefted of its material 
incumbrances. Gentlemen of this complexion might per- 
haps not improperly be ranged in the romantic clafs, but 
they have aflumed to themfelves the name of Platonic 


Lovers. 


PLATONIsM, however, is in thefe days very fcarce; and 
there is another clafs, infinitely more numerous, compofed 
of a fort of Lovers, whom we may juftly diftinguifh by the 
title of Epicureans, ‘The principles of this fect are diametri- 
cally oppofite to thofe of the Platomics. They think no 
more of the foul of their miftrefs, than a muffulman, but 
are in raptures with her perfon. A Lover of this fort is in 


perpetual extafies: his paffion is fo violent that he even 


fcorches you with his flame; and he runs over the perfec- 
tions of his miftrefs in the fame ftile that a jockey praifes his 


horfe, 
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horfe. ‘** Such limbs! fuch eyes! fuch a neck and breaft ¢ 
«© fuch———oh, fhe’s a rare piece.” Their ideas go no 
farther than mere external accomplifhments ; and as their 
wounds may be {aid to be only fkin deep, we cannot allow 
their breafts to be {mitten withLove, though perhaps they may 
rankle with a much groffer paffion. Yet it muft be owned 
that nothing is more common, than for gentlemen of this 
caft to be involved in what is called a Love-match: but 
then it is owing to the fame caufé with the marriage of 
Sir ‘ohn Brute, who fays, “ I married my wife, becaufe I 
‘** wanted to lie with her, and fhe would not let me,” 


Oruer gentlemen of a gay difpofition and warm confti- 
tution, who go im the catalogue for Lovers, are adorers of 
almoft every woman they fee. The flame of Love is as 
eafily kindled in them, as the fparks are ftruck out of a flint, 
and it alfo expires as foon. A Lover of this fort dances 
one day with a lady at a ball, and lofes his heart to her in a 
minuet ; the next another carries it off in the mall ; and the 
next day perhaps he goes out of town, and lodges it in the 
poffeffion of all the country beauties fucceffively, till at laft 
he brings it back to town with him, and prefents it to the 
firft woman he meets. This clafs is very numerous; but 
ought by no means to hold a place among the tribe of true 
Lovers, fince a gentleman who is thus in Love with every 
body, may fairly be faid not to be in Love at all. 


Love isuniverfally allowed to be whimfical ; and if whim 
is the effence of Love, none can be accounted truer Lovers, 
than thofe who admire their miftrefs for fome particular 
charm, which enchains them, though it would fingly never 


captivate any body elfe. Some gentlemen have been won 
to 
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to conjugal embraces by a pair of fine arms; others have 
been held faft by an even white fet of teeth; and I knowa 
very good {cholar, who was enfnared by a fet of golden 
trefles, becaufe it was the tafte of the antients, and the true 
claffical hair. Thofe ladies, whofe lovers are fuch piecemeal 
admirers, are in perpetual danger of lofing them. Ai rafh, 
or a pimple may abate their affection: All thofe, the object 
of whofe adoration is merely a pretty face or a fine perfon, 
are in the power of the like accidents; and the fmall pox 
has occafioned many a poor lady the lofs of her beauty and 
her Lover at the fame time. 


But after all thefe {purious Examoratos, there are fome 
few, whofe paffion is fincere and well-founded. True, ge- 
nuine Love is always built upon efteem: not that I would 
mean that a man can reafon and argue himfelf into Love ; 
but that a conftant intercourfe with an amiable woman will 
lead him into a contemplation of her excellent qualities, 
which will infenfibly win his heart before he is himfelf aware 
of it, and beget all thofe hopes, fears, and other extrava- 
gances, which are the natural attendants on a true paffion, 
Love has been defcribed ten thoufand times : but that I may 
be fure that the little picture I would draw of it is taken from 
nature, I will conclude this paper with the ftory of honeft 
Witt Easy and his amiable wife. Wuirrt Easy and 
Mifs 
familiarly intimate with the whole family, W111 might be 





became very early acquainted, and from being 


almoft faid to live there. He dined and fupped with them 
perpetually in town, and fpent great part of the fummer 
with them at their feat inthe country. Witt and the lady 
were both univerfally allowed to have fenfe, and their fre- 


quent converfations together gave them undoubted proofs of 
Vor. IL. sR the 
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the goodnefs of each other’s difpofition. They delighted 
in the company, and admired the perfections of each other, 
and gave a thoufand little indications of a growing paffion, 
not unobferved by others, even while it was yet unknown 
and unfufpected even by themfelves. However, after fome 
time WiLL, by mutual agreement, demanded the lady of 
her father in marriage. But alas! “ the courfe of true 
* Love never yet run fmooth :”’ the ill-judged ambition of a 
parent induced the father, out of mere love to his daugh- 
ter, to refufe her hand to the only man in the world with 
whom fhe could live happily, becaufe he imagined that 
he might in the Smithfield phrafe, do detter for her. But 
Love, grounded on juft principles, is not eafily fhaken ; 
and as it appeared that their mutual paffion had taken 
too deep root ever to be extirpated; the father at laft 
reluctantly half-confented to their union. They enjoy a 
genteel competency, and Wiz by his integrity and abilities 
isan honour toa learned profeflion, and a bleffing to his wife; 
whole greateft praife is, that her virtues deferve fuch an 
hufband. She is pleafed with having “ left drofs to 


*« ducheffes.”” He confiders her happinefs as his main in- 


tereft, and their example every day gives frefh conviction to 


the father, that where two perfons of ftrong fenfe and good 
hearts, conceive a reciprocal affection for each other, their 
paflion is genuine and lafting, and their union is perhaps the 


trueft ftate of happinefs under the fun. 
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